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Emphasis must be laid upon the fact that the important
consequences which the theory of the asymmetric carbon
atom brought forth, gave a spur to the more and more
complete application of stereo-chemical considerations. In
this connection the numerous researches may be mentioned
which deal with the non-occurrence of certain reactions, and
explain this on stereo-chemical grounds.124 Amongst these
investigations the best known are those of Victor Meyer on
the formation of esters.125 The asymmetry of the nitrogen
atom may also be mentioned in this connection.
The researches of Hantzsch and Werner126 were of
fundamental significance with respect to the last-named
subject, and they were capable of explaining the isomerism
amongst oximes, which was already familiar at that time.
Hantzsch afterwards extended the views respecting this
matter, and turned them to account in explaining the iso-
meric hydrazones127 and diazo-compounds.128 It is true that
it was only geometrical isomerism in the case of nitrogenous
organic compounds that was proved by these investigations.
Le Bel129 and Ladenburg130 endeavoured to prove that
asymmetric nitrogen can further produce or influence
optical activity. The investigations of both have, how-
ever, been attacked,131 but both have been able to establish
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